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such Department, with a few exceptions, transferred to 
Secretary of Commerce, with power vested in him to 
authorize their performance or performance of any of 
his functions by any of such officers, agencies, and em-
ployees, by Reorg. Plan No. 5 of 1950, §§ 1, 2, eff. May 24, 
1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1263, set out in the Appendix 
to Title 5, Government Organization and Employees. 
Through internal reorganization, functions of former 
Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce, referred to 
in text, have been reassigned to other offices of Depart-
ment of Commerce. 

§§ 197 to 197d. Repealed. Aug. 13, 1946, ch. 957, 
title XI, § 1131(54), 60 Stat. 1039 

Section 197, act Mar. 3, 1927, ch. 365, § 1, 44 Stat. 1394, 
related to establishment of Foreign Commerce Service. 

Section 197a, act Mar. 3, 1927, ch. 365, § 2, 44 Stat. 1394, 
related to duties of officers. 

Section 197b, acts Mar. 3, 1927, ch. 365, § 3, 44 Stat. 
1394; Apr. 12, 1930, ch. 142, 46 Stat. 163, related to ap-
pointment of officers, assignments for duty, and allow-
ances. 

Section 197c, act Mar. 3, 1927, ch. 365, § 4, 44 Stat. 1395, 
related to employment of clerks and assistants. 

Section 197d, act Mar. 3, 1927, ch. 365, § 5, 44 Stat. 1396, 
related to status of officer while serving abroad. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL 

Repeal effective three months from Aug. 13, 1946, see 
section 1141 of act Aug. 13, 1946. 

§ 197e. Repealed. Pub. L. 89–554, § 8(a), Sept. 6, 
1966, 80 Stat. 647 

Section, act Mar. 3, 1927, ch. 365, § 6, 44 Stat. 1396, pro-
vided for travel and subsistence allowance to officers, 
employees, etc., of Bureau of Foreign and Domestic 
Commerce on duty abroad or away from duty post. 

§ 197f. Repealed. Aug. 13, 1946, ch. 957, title XI, 
§ 1131(54), 60 Stat. 1039 

Section, act Mar. 3, 1927, ch. 365, § 7, 44 Stat. 1396, re-
lated to availability of appropriation during fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1926, and thereafter for the Department 
of Commerce for commercial attachés in Europe, South 
or Central America and elsewhere. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL 

Repeal effective three months from Aug. 13, 1946, see 
section 1141 of act Aug. 13, 1946. 

§ 198. Repealed. Oct. 10, 1940, ch. 851, § 4, 54 Stat. 
1111 

Section, acts Jan. 25, 1929, ch. 102, title III, 45 Stat. 
1119; Apr. 18, 1930, ch. 184, title III, 46 Stat. 198; Feb. 23, 
1931, ch. 280, title III, 46 Stat. 1334; July 1, 1932, ch. 361, 
title III, 47 Stat. 502; Mar. 1, 1933, ch. 144, title III, 47 
Stat. 1393; Apr. 7, 1934, ch. 104, title III, 48 Stat. 551; 
Mar. 22, 1935, ch. 39, § 1, 49 Stat. 90; May 15, 1936, ch. 405, 
§ 1, 49 Stat. 1336; June 16, 1937, ch. 359, title III, § 1, 50 
Stat. 287; Apr. 27, 1938, ch. 180, title III, § 1, 52 Stat. 273; 
June 29, 1939, ch. 248, title III, 53 Stat. 909, related to 
purchases of supplies and equipment on the open mar-
ket, and is now covered by sections 6a and 6b of Title 
41, Public Contracts. 

CHAPTER 6—WEIGHTS AND MEASURES AND 
STANDARD TIME 

SUBCHAPTER I—WEIGHTS, MEASURES, AND 
STANDARDS GENERALLY 

Sec. 

201. Sets of standard weights and measures for ag-
ricultural colleges. 

202. Repairs to standards. 
203. Replacing lost standard weights and meas-

ures; cost. 

Sec. 

204. Metric system authorized. 
205. Authorized tables. 

SUBCHAPTER II—METRIC CONVERSION 

205a. Congressional statement of findings. 
205b. Declaration of policy. 
205c. Definitions. 
205d. United States Metric Board. 
205e. Functions and powers of Board. 
205f. Duties of Board. 
205g. Gifts, donations and bequests to Board. 
205h. Compensation of Board members; travel ex-

penses. 
205i. Personnel. 
205j. Financial and administrative services; source 

and reimbursement. 
205j–1. Repealed. 
205k. Authorization of appropriations; availability. 
205l. Implementation in acquisition of construc-

tion services and materials for Federal fa-
cilities. 

SUBCHAPTER III—STANDARD GAUGE FOR IRON 
AND STEEL 

206. Standard gauge for sheet and plate iron and 
steel. 

207. Preparation of standards by Secretary of 
Commerce. 

208. Variations. 

SUBCHAPTER IV—SCREW THREADS 

208a to 212. Repealed. 

SUBCHAPTER V—STANDARDS OF ELECTRICITY 

221, 222. Repealed. 
223. Units of electrical measure. 

Resistance-ohm. 
Current-ampere. 
Electromotive force and electric potential- 

volt. 
Quantity-coulomb. 
Capacitance-farad. 
Inductance-henry. 
Power-watt. 
Energy—joule; kilowatt—hour. 
Intensity of light—candela. 
Flux of light—lumen. 

224. Establishment of values of primary electric 
and photometric units in absolute measure; 
legal values. 

SUBCHAPTER VI—STANDARD BARRELS 

231. Standard barrel for apples; steel barrels. 
232. Barrels below standard; marking. 
233. Penalty for violations. 
234. Standard barrel for fruits or other dry com-

modity. 
235. Sale or shipment of barrel of less capacity 

than standard; punishment. 
236. Variations from standard permitted; prosecu-

tions; law not applicable to certain barrels. 
237. Standard barrels for lime. 
238. Penalty for selling in barrels not marked. 
239. Sale in containers of less capacity than bar-

rel. 
240. Rules and regulations. 
241. Penalty for selling lime in unmarked barrels 

and containers. 
242. Duty of United States attorney to enforce 

law. 

SUBCHAPTER VII—STANDARD BASKETS AND 
CONTAINERS 

251 to 256. Repealed. 

SUBCHAPTER VIII—STANDARD HAMPERS, ROUND 
STAVE BASKETS, AND SPLINT BASKETS FOR 
FRUITS AND VEGETABLES 

257 to 257i. Repealed. 
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SUBCHAPTER IX—STANDARD TIME 

260. Congressional declaration of policy; adoption 
and observance of uniform standard of time; 
authority of Secretary of Transportation. 

260a. Advancement of time or changeover dates. 
261. Zones for standard time; interstate or foreign 

commerce. 
262. Duty to observe standard time of zones. 
263. Designation of zone standard times. 
264. Part of Idaho in third zone. 
265. Transfer of certain territory to standard cen-

tral-time zone. 
266. Applicability of administrative procedure 

provisions. 
267. ‘‘State’’ defined. 

SUBCHAPTER I—WEIGHTS, MEASURES, 
AND STANDARDS GENERALLY 

§ 201. Sets of standard weights and measures for 
agricultural colleges 

The Secretary of Commerce is directed to 
cause a complete set of all the weights and 
measures adopted as standards to be delivered to 
the governor of each State in the Union for the 
use of agricultural colleges in the States, re-
spectively, which have received a grant of lands 
from the United States, and also one set of the 
same for the use of the Smithsonian Institution: 
Provided, That the cost of each set shall not ex-
ceed $200. 

(Mar. 3, 1881, No. 26, 21 Stat. 521; Feb. 14, 1903, ch. 
552, §§ 4, 10, 32 Stat. 826, 829; Mar. 4, 1913, ch. 141, 
§ 1, 37 Stat. 736.) 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Act Mar. 4, 1913, created Department of Labor, and re-
named Department of Commerce and Labor as Depart-
ment of Commerce. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Act Feb. 14, 1903, transferred National Bureau of 
Standards from Treasury Department to Department of 
Commerce and Labor. 

APPROPRIATION 

A sum sufficient to carry out the provisions of this 
section was appropriated out of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated by act Mar. 3, 
1881. 

DISTRIBUTION TO STATES 

The Secretary of the Treasury was directed to cause 
a complete set of all the weights and measures adopted 
as standards to be delivered to the governor of each 
state for the use of the states by Res. June 14, 1836, No. 
7, 5 Stat. 133, which provision was not incorporated into 
the Revised Statutes. 

§ 202. Repairs to standards 

Such necessary repairs and adjustments shall 
be made to the standards furnished to the sev-
eral States and Territories as may be requested 
by the governors thereof, and also to standard 
weights and measures that have been or may be 
supplied to United States customhouses and 
other offices of the United States under Act of 
Congress, when requested by the Secretary of 
Commerce. 

(July 11, 1890, ch. 667, § 1, 26 Stat. 242; Feb. 14, 
1903, ch. 552, §§ 4, 10, 32 Stat. 826, 829; Mar. 4, 1913, 
ch. 141, § 1, 37 Stat. 736.) 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Act Mar. 4, 1913, created Department of Labor and re-
named Department of Commerce and Labor as Depart-
ment of Commerce. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Act Feb. 14, 1903, transferred National Bureau of 
Standards from Treasury Department to Department of 
Commerce and Labor. 

§ 203. Replacing lost standard weights and meas-
ures; cost 

The Secretary of Commerce is authorized and 
directed to furnish precise copies of standard 
weights and measures, bearing the seal of the 
National Institute of Standards and Technology 
and accompanied by a suitable certificate, to 
any State, Territory, or institution heretofore 
furnished with the same, upon application in 
writing by the governor in the case of a State or 
Territory, or by the official head in the case of 
an institution, setting forth that the copies of 
standards applied for are to replace similar ones 
heretofore furnished, in accordance with law, 
which have been lost or destroyed: Provided, 
That the applicant shall, before the said stand-
ards are delivered, first deposit with the Sec-
retary of Commerce the amount of money nec-
essary to defray all expenses incurred by the Na-
tional Institute of Standards and Technology in 
furnishing the same, which amount shall be cov-
ered into the Treasury of the United States to 
the credit of miscellaneous receipts as soon as 
the weights or measures are delivered for trans-
portation into the hands of such persons as are 
designated by the officers ordering the same. 

(Aug. 18, 1894, ch. 301, § 1, 28 Stat. 383; Mar. 3, 
1901, ch. 872, § 1, 31 Stat. 1449; Feb. 14, 1903, ch. 
552, § 10, 32 Stat. 829; Mar. 4, 1913, ch. 141, § 1, 37 
Stat. 736; Pub. L. 100–418, title V, § 5115(c), Aug. 
23, 1988, 102 Stat. 1433.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1988—Pub. L. 100–418 substituted ‘‘National Institute 
of Standards and Technology’’ for ‘‘Bureau of Stand-
ards’’ in two places. 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Act Mar. 4, 1913, created Department of Labor and re-
named Department of Commerce and Labor as Depart-
ment of Commerce. 

Act Mar. 3, 1901, provided that Office of Standard 
Weights and Measures should thereafter be known as 
National Bureau of Standards. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Act Feb. 14, 1903, transferred National Bureau of 
Standards from Treasury Department to Department of 
Commerce and Labor. 

§ 204. Metric system authorized 

It shall be lawful throughout the United 
States of America to employ the weights and 
measures of the metric system; and no contract 
or dealing, or pleading in any court, shall be 
deemed invalid or liable to objection because 
the weights or measures expressed or referred to 
therein are weights or measures of the metric 
system. 

(R.S. § 3569.) 

CODIFICATION 

R.S. § 3569 derived from act July 28, 1866, ch. 301, § 1, 
14 Stat. 339. 
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